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1. Introduction

In this eBook, | give you step by step instructions on how
to create a Mini Website and make regular monthly
income from Google AdSense. There are Mini Websites
that make couple of thousands of dollars every month!
While this kind of income is achievable you have to work
very hard towards it. Realistically speaking $100 per month

is the average. $100 per month does not look like a great
income. But, once you have successfully implemented one
Mini Website, you can easily replicate the same process to create more sites. So let’s get
started!

What is a Mini Website?
A Mini Website is one that has content on a very narrow topic or niche. For example, take the
website Carpet-Cleaning-Tips.com, in this site all the materials are specific to the topic of

cleaning carpets.

What are the benefits of a Mini Website?
Mini Websites are easy to create and they require fewer skills.
Mini Websites require less maintenance and administration.

For the initial efforts you put into your site, you will reap the benefits for many more years to
come. | like to call this as passive income!

With Mini Websites you are not putting all of your eggs into one basket. You can easily build a
dozen Mini Websites. This way you are not dependent on a single site for your income.

Usually Mini Websites do not require great content. Any average content is good enough for
Mini Websites.

Usually you do NOT put your name or brand behind a mini website, this means you can get
away with average quality content without affecting your brand or name.

Once you create a successful Mini Website you can replicate the same process as many times
you wish!
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It is a great revenue option for those who are unable to commit regular time for their online
ventures. For example, maintaining a blog takes regular commitment and effort.

Mini Websites are great if you find it hard to stick to a particular topic and your passion for a
topic changes frequently.

What Makes Mini Websites so Special?

Mini Websites are special because it is relatively easier to create a mini website and rank high
for a given set of keywords in Google. For example, Carpet-Cleaning-Tips.com ranks at number
1 position for the keywords “carpet cleaning tips”. It is interesting to note that Google decided
to rank this site as the number 1 site for “Carpet Cleaning Tips” even though there are many
larger websites covering the topic of Carpet Cleaning. This is because the above site focused on
a very narrow niche. | hope that the above mentioned benefits of Mini Websites have
convinced you to create a site by yourself.

2. Google AdWords Keyword Tool

In this section, we will look at the Google AdWords Keyword Tool.

GO L)gle Google provides this tool for advertisers to create effective ad

AdWord . . .
ores campaigns. But, as content providers and publishers, we can also use
this tool to perform the keyword selection for our Mini Website.

The main objective of this section is to learn the basic concepts of the Keyword Tool. The
process of keyword selection for our mini website will be discussed in section 3.

To access the AdWords Keyword Tool simply go to the following location:

https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal

Once you are in the Keyword Tool page, you can enter your keyword phrase. Let us assume that
you are interested in creating a website about Carpet Cleaning. So naturally you will enter the
keywords “Carpet Cleaning”. Once you have entered the keywords, press the “Get keywords
idea” button to get a list of similar keywords for the phrase you entered.

If you are using the Keyword Tool for the first time, you may also have to fill in the Captcha text.
Google wants to make sure that you are human and not an automated program that might
overload the Google servers with repeated keyword requests.
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Let us look at the important columns and see what they really mean.

e The keywords column displays related keywords for your search phrase (“Carpet
Cleaning”). You can see Google suggesting keywords such as “carpet steam cleaning”
and “carpet cleaning machines”.
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e Estimated Avg. CPC column shows the average cost of clicking an Ad for the given
keywords.

e Advertiser Competition column shows how popular are the keywords among
advertisers.

e Local Search Volume column shows the number of times the keyword was searched in
your country for the current month. The local country by default is the United States.
You can change this setting near the top of the Keyword Tool page.

¢ Global Monthly Search Volume column shows the number of times the keyword was
searched around the world for the current month.

e Search Volume Trends column shows the keyword search volume for the last 12
months.

In the next section we’ll look at how to use the data from the Keywords Tool to make intelligent
choices on keyword selection for our Mini Website.

3. Choosing a Niche

The first step in creating a Mini Website is to choose a niche. When
it comes to choosing a niche for a Mini Website, your passion is NOT
the most important thing. You have to find a niche that is profitable
and one in which you have reasonable knowledge. You can find the
profitability of a niche by doing some basic keyword research using
the Google AdWords Tool.

Let’s assume that you have some basic knowledge about Carpet
Cleaning and you want to create a Mini Website on this niche. So
let’s examine this niche to see whether it’s a profitable one.

The Estimated Average CPC and Advertiser Competition columns in
the AdWords Tool will give you a general idea on the profitability of a niche. For example, the
keywords “Carpet Cleaning” have 100% Advertiser Competition and the Estimated Average CPC
is around $6. The global monthly volume for this nice is around a million searches! Everyone
wants to keep their carpets clean so it is no wonder that this niche is popular. But this does not
mean you pick the keywords “carpet cleaning” and build a SEO optimized Mini Website around
these keywords. In this next section we’ll look at how to pick the right keywords for this niche.
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Picking the Right Keywords
The profitability of a keyword is determined by the following 3 factors:

1. Traffic
Traffic is the search volume of a given keyword. The Global Monthly Search Volume
column in the Keywords Tool is a good indicator for this factor. But higher traffic does
not always mean the keyword will bring you profits. Sometimes a keyword has a large
search volume and virtually no advertiser competition. So simply there is no value in
targeting that keyword because it does not generate income.

2. Money

The term money refers to the amount of money advertisers are willing to pay for a given
keyword. The Estimated Average CPC column is a good indicator of how much money
the keyword can make. Some keywords are very sought after by advertisers compared
to others. So you might think that picking a keyword with a large search volume and one
that makes money is the best option. But looking at only these 2 factors is not good
enough. This leads us to the third and most important factor.

3. Competition
For example the keyword “Carpet Cleaning” is searched 1,000,000 times per month in
Google, while the word “Carpet Maintenance” is search only 3,600 times. At first glance
“Carpet Cleaning” seems to be a great keyword than “Carpet Maintenance”. But, this is
not always true. The keyword “Carpet Cleaning” is very popular so there will be many
websites that are already targeting this keyword. A rough measurement of competition
is the number of pages Google finds when you search for that keyword. For example,
the term “Carpet Cleaning” is found on 14,400,000 pages! This indicates high
competition.

So the idea is to pick keywords that have less competition and one that can make decent
amount of money as well. This means the search volume of the keyword will be relatively low.

For example, the phrase “Home Carpet Cleaning” is searched 14,800 times a month and has an
estimated average CPC of around $4. This phrase also has a very healthy advertiser
competition. This keyword phrase may be suitable for your Mini Website.

In the next section, we will do some number crunching to see how much money we can make
by optimizing our Mini Website for the phrase “Home Carpet Cleaning”.
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4. Calculating the Income Potential of Your
Keyword Phrase

In this section, we will look at how to calculate the income
potential of the keywords that we chose in section 3. In section
3, we chose to optimize our Mini Website for the phrase “Home
Carpet Cleaning”. So let us do some number crunching to find
out how much money we can make from our Mini Website.

The average search volume of the phrase “Home Carpet
Cleaning” is 14,800 searches per month. With proper SEO and
link building you can rank your Mini Website on the number 1
position in Google for this phrase.

If your website appears in the number 1 position in Google you

can expect around 56% of searchers will click on your link in the
Google search results. How did | arrive at the magic number of 56%? Well, this is based on a
study by Cornell University that used eye tracking technology to find out what percentage of
users will click on the first position of Google results. It is interesting to note only 13% and 9% of
users clicked on the 2nd and 3rd position of Google results respectively.

Based on the above percentages and assuming our website will be ranked in the number 1
position, we can recalculate the number of visits per month as follows:

Number of Visits = 14, 800 (Avg Search Volume) * .56 = 8288 visits

Out of the 8288 visits per month not everyone will click the ads. If you have placed your ads in
the proper locations on your Mini Website, on average you should be able to get 5% of the
visitors to click on your ads. Therefore, the number of clicks is calculated as follows:

Number of clicks = 8288 * .05 = 415 clicks (approx)

So how much money will you earn per click? The phrase “Home Carpet Cleaning” has an
average CPC of $4 per click. On average we can expect Google to pay us 20% of the CPC value
when an ad is clicked. The average earnings per click can be calculated as follows:

Average Earnings Per Click = Avg CPC * 20%
4 * .2 = 80 cents per click.
So the total monthly income will be

Number of Clicks * Average Earnings Per Click = 415 * .8 = $332 per month!
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Not bad, after all this is nearly passive income!

In the next section, we’ll look at how to select a Domain Name and a Web Host for your Mini
Website.

5. Choosing a Domain Name and a Web Host
In this section, | look at the process of selecting a domain
w name and a web host for your Mini Website.
=
"“\: ‘) B When you choose a domain name for your Mini Website
~ choose a name that will match your keyword phrase. In

our example we chose the keywords “Home Carpet
Cleaning”, therefore, we should go with the domain
“HomeCarpetCleaning.com”. If the .com version is already
registered try a name with hyphens, for example, “Home-
Carpet-Cleaning.com”. If the hyphened version of the domain name is not available, try another
TLD such as .net or .org. If the .net and .org TLDs are taken as well, then you may need to
consider a domain name with a prefix or a suffix. For example,
“GoodHomeCarpetCleaning.com” or “HomeCarpetCleaningTips.com”.

Make sure that your keywords “Home Carpet Cleaning” stay together. It is very important that
your keywords should be present in the right order in your domain name. For example, the
domain name “CleaningCarpetHome.com” will not do you any good. Google tends to favor
websites that have the search keywords present in the domain name in the right sequence.

Once you have chosen your domain name, you need to find a hosting service to host your
website. | use HostGator for my web hosting needs and | am very happy with the level of
service provided by HostGator. Make sure the Hosting Company provides the CPanel software
preinstalled for your account. Using CPanel you can easily install a Wordpress blog. Once you
have bought your web hosting package, you can install Wordpress on your blog. For more
information on installing Wordpress on your blog read this article.

The reason | recommend Wordpress as the platform for your website is because there are
number of Google AdSense optimized Wordpress themes that you can readily use for your Mini
Website. By using Wordpress as the software platform for your website, you can concentrate
on creating the content for your Mini Website, instead of worrying about how to design and
code a website. My favorite Google AdSense optimized Wordpress theme is ProSense. This
theme is very well designed and the theme developer has given a lot of thought to the
placement of Google Ads. | have seen really good improvement in my AdSense Click Through

Rates after moving to the ProSense theme.
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In the next section, we’ll look at the process of creating actual content for your Mini Website.

6. Creating Content for Your Mini Website

In this section we look at the content creation process for your
Mini Website. | recommend that you create at least 10 to 15
articles with each article containing around 300 — 500 words. It is
important that your website has reasonably good quality
content. Otherwise Google may not approve your application
when you sign up for AdSense. When writing the article make
sure you are paying attention to the placement of keywords. For
more information on keyword placement please read my post
titled “10 Spots to Stick your Keyword”. | would recommend an

average keyword density of 2%. Your keyword placement should
be natural as possible. Forcing keywords can reduce the quality

of your content.

Now that you have created the content for your website, signup for the Google AdSense
program. Go to https://www.google.com/adsense and click the “Sign up now” button and
follow the easy to follow instructions. It is important that you signup for AdSense only after
creating and publishing the content on your Mini Website. This is because when you sign up for
AdSense you will be asked to enter the URL of your website. If your website in not fully
developed, Google may reject your application. But don’t worry, you should be fine with 10

average quality articles.

In the next section we will look at the process of Link Building which is very important to bring
traffic to your website.

7. Building Links to Your Mini Website

/ , In this part we will look at the link building process for your Mini
Website. The efforts you have put on your site so far will be
pretty much useless unless you start building links to your site.
Link building will enable your Mini Website to rank well in
Google searches bringing you more traffic. More traffic means
more money!
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There are number of ways to build links to your site.

1.

Commenting on dofollow blogs

Many blogs allow you to link to your website when commenting on them. In most cases
the link to your website does not bring you any SEO benefits. This is because most of the
time the link to your website is specified as a nofollow link. The nofollow attribute
informs Google that the author of the blog does not want Google to follow that link.
Bloggers who belong to the dofollow movement believe that some link love should be
passed to your website because you commented in their blogs. Therefore, dofollow
blogs do not use the nofollow attribute. By commenting on dofollow blogs you can get
inbound links that Google will follow bringing you SEQ benefits. For more details on how
to find dofollow blogs please read my article titled “Commenting smart on dofollow

blogs”.

Article Marketing

By writing articles and submitting them to article directories you can get valuable back
links to your website. Usually an article is published along with a byline or author bio
where you can link to your Mini Website. There are number of article directories. The
one |l useis EzineArticles.com.

Link Exchanges

If you have friends who have blogs or websites ask them for a link exchange. If you do
not have any online friends it is time to make some! Go to popular blogs or forums in
your niche. Leave comments and interact with others in the forums. Once you have
made some friends you could ask them for a link exchange.

Social Bookmarking Sites

Social bookmarking sites allow you to submit a webpage. When a webpage from your
Mini Website is submitted to a bookmarking site a link is created to your website.
Popular bookmarking sites include Digg, Delicious and StumbleUpon.

Directory Submissions

Submit your Mini Website to directories. There are number of free web directories
where you can submit your website details. You want to make sure that you are building
links to your Mini Website from good and trustworthy directories. When looking for a
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free web directory look for one that has a good page rank, good Alexa ranking and lot of
back links.

Note: During the link building process try to get more links from websites that are in your niche.
Google gives more value to a link when it is from a website that is related to your website’s
topic. Many SEO experts also believe that few links from very high ranking website is much
preferred than lot of back links from low ranking websites. Remember, link building is not a one
day activity, it’s an ongoing process. You have to be patient during this process until you get
your website to the number one position in Google for your chosen keywords. If you quit early
you will not reap the maximum profits from your Mini Website.

In next and final section, we will wrap up this series by providing Wordpress tips to make your
site more SEO friendly.

8. Making your Mini Website Search Engine
Friendly

This is the final section in this eBook. In this section we look
at how to configure Wordpress to make your Mini Website
more search engine friendly.

Search Engine Friendly URLs
It is important to choose a search engine friendly URL
structure for your Mini Website. One of the most SEO

friendly URL structure is to simply use the name of the
Wordpress post as the URL. For example, if your post name is called “How to Remove Stains in
Carpets” then your URL structure will be something like
“http://HomeCarpetCleaning.com/how-to-remove-stains-in-carpets/”.

Simply follow the instruction below to change the URL structure of your Wordpress based Mini
Website.

1. Loginto Wordpress
2. Select Settings —> Permalinks

3. Under Custom Settings in the Custom Structure field enter the value “/%postname%/”
(excluding quotes)

That’s it. Now you have a search engine friendly URL.
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Removing Multiple Posts from the Front Page

By default a Wordpress website always shows more that 1 post in the front page of the
website. Ideally what we want is to show the best and most appropriate article in the front
page. This is easily done with the following setting:

1. Loginto Wordpress
2. Select Settings —> Reading
3. Set the value of the field Blog pages show at most to 1

4. To show the most appropriate article or post in the front page of your website, set the date
of the post to the most recent date.

Using Multiple Tags

In order to get more pages indexed by Google, add multiple tags to your posts. For each new
tag you add, Wordpress will create a new page for that tag. This means your website will have
more pages indexed in Google.

Congratulations!

Well, this is the end of this eBook. | sincerely hope that you found this eBook useful. Visit
TechThinker.com for more content on Internet Marketing.

To Your Success

Aaron from TechThinker.com
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